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TAKEN AS RED

A CRAZY RULER AND A CROOKED LINE

For quite a time now Fidel Castro has in one way or another
provided the chief topic for my editorials — so much so, in fact
that some of my readers reproach me for being too aggressive
towards him. | have been doing a little soul-searching, and | think
I am entitled, as having been the first journalist (in Uruguay at
least) to see through the Cuban Premier's mendacious bluff — |
wrote articles warning against Castro some weeks before he came
to power and against too much rejoicing when he did so, — | think
I am entitled to reproach myself, but in another sense: not for
being too aggressive but for not being nearly vehement enough.
In any case, it makes little practical difference whether one writes
much or little about this beardedl braggadocio: he can neither be
whitewashed nor blackened, for he is an unmitigated rascal, a
juvenile delinquent with a grudge against society and far too
much power in his incompetent hanids.

The real point is this: whether Castrd is communist or not
(and that rather depends upon what one means by being a com-
munist; after all, |1 never said he was a member of any communist
party, for it would no doubt be beneath his inflated dignity to pay
a subscription and ostensibly toe a particular party line), what
really matters is that he plays the communists’ game. As a matter
of fact, | cannot recall a single case of a communist in a prominent
official position in a non-communist country who ever did admit
his allegiancelto the communist cause. The explanation is simple:
if he were to do so he would be obliged to give up his post: he
would be doing a disservice to the very cause he was trying to
promote. On the other hand, | have known of dozens of cases of
allegedly non-communist Minister and Prime Minister who in
reality have been under the direct orders of the Kremlin. The
Prime Minister of the Soviet Zone of Germany is officially a so
cialist, for example, but he is every bit as the lowest type of com-
munist traitor, such as his lieutenant Ulbricht.

To all intents and purposes C:.*iro i@ a communist, whether he
admits it or not, and no matter what the LFS. Secretary of State
may have tolsay a-bout it. for after all Mr. llerter is a diplomatic
official who is precluded by the niceties of convention from calling
u spade a spade: | am not restricted by any such inhibitions and
will say quite flatly that not only is Castro a communist, he is
irlso a lunatic, a hysterical paranoiac, an exhibitionist, a neurasthe-
nic, a Caesaromaniac and a cissy, and | dare say that quite a lot
unpleasant descriptions could be applied to him is all the evidence
were available, though the reasons | have for saying even the re-
latively little I have said is damaging rind conclusive enough.

Not only is Castro a communist dc facto, but many of the
officials with whom he has surrounded himself are communists
and instruments of international communism too. President Dor-
ticos has stood as a candidate for the Communist Party in municipal
elections in Havana; Raul Castro, Fidel’s #weedy little brother
and incongruous chief of Cuba’s armed forces, has been indoctri-
nated in Moscow; "Che” Guevara, ridiculously enough head of
Cuba’s State Bank, Was a member of the Argentine communist mo-
vement; and so on. Now of course these facts are not of trans-
cendental importance in themselves: Cuba is not a world power and
these little squirts are nincompoops and ne’er-do-wells — but the
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(Trotn patfe 1) ! e
facts are important relatively, that is because of thelr connexion with
wider and more sinister factors. What is taking place in Cuba todaj
— the ruthless programme of agrarian reform, expropriation ot
foreign enterprises and even of Cuban ones too, suppression of non-
government radio and newspapers — are not signs that Cuba is in
the grip of a national revolution but are the surest indications that
the revolution follows a familiar international pattern. No sooth
sayer is needed to interpret these portents: they are plain for al! tc
see who have eyes in their heads are possessed of a modicum oi
common sense.

The Soviet strategists arc aware that anything in the nature
of an upheaval in the Caribbean area would inevitably cause a
protective reaction of democratic forces there. In recognising that
their actions must provoke it, they are, ethically speaking, willing
it to happen. Indeed nothing would please them more or serve
their purpose belter than for Washington, finding the situation
no longer tolerable, to decide on intervention. Khrushchev has
had brought home to him on dozens of occasions during his
peregrinations around the world, by the masses in the streets and
the newspapermen at his press conferences, the bitter reality of
world resentment on the question of Hungary. Mass murder of
Hungarian patriots, despite all the balderdash of his ‘Big Brother’
bluff, hangs like a millstone round his neck. He knows that the
faith of millions in the Soviet Union as the defender of the dis-
possessed proletariat again? the steamroller of capitalist imperial-
ists was badlv shaken by the Russian blood bath in Budapest. If
onlv he could get fcven somehow! Tf onlv the North Americans
could be goaded into taking some form of punitive action in tiny
Cuba, so that that action could be puffed up by the stinking
breath of evil propaganda to look something lik»* a comparable
deed of treachery! And what an invaluable help it would be to
win over the waverers who hover on the brink known as the Third
Position!

The very oatience and long-sufferim? of the U.S. A. in the teeth
of some of thf most virulent and uncalled for insults ever hurled
hv one sovereign nation at another in time of peace are a serious
handicap to the Russian plotters. Orf the whole it mav be wiser to
stand by and let Castro be unmasked and overthrown hv his own
former admirers. Bift what about the securitv risk? Cuba is an
island and it is nearer to the United States than to th<> other Spanish
-sneaking parts of the American continent. How long ran the
U.S.A. go on tolerating a state of things that flings the door wide
open to Russian and Red Chinese pentration into the continent so
manifestly? And if it dare not. what is it to do? T rannot answei
rhar auestion. Reduced to its simplest terms, the dilemma of the
U.S.A. is this: it can neither afford to allow the menace of com-
munism to go on gnawing at the Americas’ vitals, nor intervei.e
to prevent it.

Meanwhile, something more than deplorable is going on in
Cuba. The Government is again threatening to u«e the death penalty
against anti-revolutionaries, if reports are true. This is exarctlv what
occurred in Russia after Lenin’s revolution. And anti-revolution-
aries, of course, are anyhodV and everybody who disagree in word
thought or deed with what the Government is doing. Yet Cuba is
a signatory still to the United Nations’ Charter of Human Rights!

But such bloodv blunders are all part of the preparation for mas-
sive retaliation which is surely building up to burst unon and over-
throw the ignorant tyrant. The genuinely anti-Batista Cuban masses,
who may once have welcomed Castro as their friend and saviour,
and are now enduring a purgatory of retribution for their erroi.
will find ways and means to emerge at last purged and more dis-
cerning. And if they cannot, they probably deserve their fate. Goethe
said more than a century ago that freedom is something which men
emust struggle to earn day by day as surely as their daily bread. Let
us hope that the eyes of the rest of the Americas will be opened to
what Cuba’s agonv really means!

ANTI-YANKEEISM

AND USIS
INCOMPETENCE

. The withdrawal by the
United States Embassy in Mon-
tevideo of its invitation to a Sr.
Colla'zo, Member of Parliament,
«ifter Sr. Collazo had denied the

U.S. President the customary
Uruguayan parliamentary hos-

pitality. has elicited a number
of silly comments in some ieftisb
and pro-communist papers in
the country: the U.S.A.
been accused of being undemo-
cratic and intolerant. It appears
that the communists and their
fellow-travellers must think that
uU.S. representatives abroad
ought to be incurable masochists,
since they should apparently go

on flattering and
please those who
with barbarous

has

trying to
treat them

incivility
or hurl insults and abuses at
them. It is really incomprehen-
sible (probably the USIS Chief
in Montevideo is the only person
who may know of some intel-
ligible explanation) that some of
these people who reveal their
prejudices against the United
States
manner are afterwards angered
if those whom they insult and
belittle do not replv by making
a fuss of them:

in such an uncivilised

it seems that
thev feel they should be free to
*av and do whatever thev wish
against the U.S.A. and still be
oble to count not only on the
latter’s indulgence but on its
unstinted  generosity and bos-

(Tum to page 3)
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pitality. To such an extent had
this absurd position become ac
eepted that the saying was cir-
culating in journalistic quarters

that if a pressman wanted to
make a Iree trip to the United
States the surest way of earning
an invitation was to start au
anti-Yankee campaign. .. for no
sooner do the first of such ar-

ticles appear in print than the
US1S begins to take a lively in-
terest in the and
promptly arranges for the per-
son concerned to be sent an in-
vitation to visit the States. The
USIS attitude is that there s

journalist

little point in inviting writers
who are already pro-American,
as that would be just a waste of
time a-nd money: it is preaching
to the converted. On the other
hand, the USIS Chief, who has
apparently  fallen  completely
under the neurotic influence of
that notorious and questionable
employee of his department her*-
about whom we have written in
these columns on more than one
previous occasions (See in par-

MACLEAN *

First. Cabin and Third Class.

General Agents:

STAPLEDON S. A.

Telephones: 8 63 82 8 29 40

ticular our lengthy article “Pro-
soviet Llements in Montevideo's
USIS”, WLU/68-69 - Xmas N-
19,59, p.14) and about whom
we shall be having more to say
shortly, and is now convinced
that a communist or a fellow -
traveller can be purged of the
original sin of his disbelief and
led into the paths of democratic,
righteousness simply by being
taken on a pilgrimage to the
United States, arid that such
miracles of conversion will am-

ply justify the high salaries
which USIS officials receive,
heaven knows what for. But no

man is in fa*ct ever transformed
from a political imbecile into a

thinking citizen by
him with the impres-

reasonable
dazzling

siveness of the American way ol
life, and apart from that the
provision of a free return pas-
sage and all expenses to political-

Iv hostile invitees is an element-
ary breach of U.S. visa regul-
ations. There are other and
deeper issues involved in politic-
al proselytizing that are seeming-
Iv outside the ken and beyond

the capacity of USIS officeis to
grasp. It is a measure of'their
shocking mediocrity that they
select the pach of least resistance,
not convincing but entertaining
(at the American taxpayers’ ex-
pense), meeting spiteful pro-
paganda with
countering abuse with adulation.

No wonder Senator Smather9,
who incidentally is numbered

among the friends of this paper,

apologies and

has called for a thorough in-
vestigation of USIS practices in
Latin America and is demand-
ing that their tarx-spending spree
be superseded by a missionary

spirit.



WOOL SMUGGLING

¢ The comparatively high
prices which wool is
in Brazil these clays have en-
couraged some
wool-producing

letching

unprincipled
enterprises in
Uruguay to smuggle their pro-
duce across the border. The sell-
ing price of wool in this country
at the moment is about 75 pesos
per ten kilograms, and the same
quantity sells in Brazil for from
110 to 115 pesos, without any
particular commercial complic-
ations, and the transactions are
further facilitated by the fact
that the Brazilians are not too
difficult to satisfy in regard to
quality. This smuggling of wool
out of this country owing to the
unattractive prices offered for
it here as a consequence of a fall
in foreign demand is more than
ever unfortunate just now when
the country is in desperate need
of foreign currency and bearing
in mind that wool is the staple
source of the nation’s
earnings.

export

The Government has been
discussing the problem and many
are the responsible voices that
argue the case as to why
how the smuggling

and
must  be
stopped at once. We frankly do
not believe in the possibility of
adopting effective punitive mea-
sures against such contraband
activities, as we have often said
in this Commentary before,
because of the extensive stretches
of unguarded borderland be-
tween this country and its big
neighbours and also because of
the corruptibility of those en-
trusted with the task of frontier
control. There
human problem

and
involved here,

is a social

as well as one of ethics and na-
tional economics: the frontier
guards, as one of them has ex-
pressed it quite succinctly, “are
much better paid for keeping
their eyes closed for a few min-
utes than for keeping them

open for mouths on end”.

As an illustration to justify

our scepticism (and nothing

worth mentioning has been done
yet which challenges our point
of view unanswerably) we would

ONLY POSSIBLE IN
OUR HEAD OFFICE
............. and only by
arrangement with
the Head of the
Savings Department.
If preferred,
information

will be given by
correspondence.

remind our readers that at the
time when many categories of
imported goods were being
brought into the country at ar-
tificially low prices, thanks to
heavy government subsidies, they

were in countless cases prompt-
ly smuggled over the country’s
borders and sold at normal
prices, yielding by this means a
very handsome margin of profit
to the racketeers and at the same
time depriving the country of

enormous
currency
balance o
licit of
dollars.

The I
Uruguay ar
still: the
is at the
tops andl
sufficient
to last i
months, v
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i in foreign
the
revealed a de-
Yidred  million

lie when

demand for
is at a stand-
market in fact
saturated with
factories have
iterial in hand
r a couple of
enough, as the

fire

fnm e d

summer sea'son in the northern
hemisphere will by then be about
to begin. At the same time, com-
munist purchasers have shown
reluctance to acquire wool from
Uruguay this season in view of

their ever-growing trading de-
ficit with this country, since
Uruguay sells them wool and
other produce but does not

accept the goods offered in ex-
change because it does not need
them. The only produce which
Would be at all acceptable is pet-

H W 6

"What namesesir. ..
f*For the purposes of my impersonal account, rny name

Is 'North Winds .And thus, with this unusual denomination, he
opened his account in the Banco Hipotecario Savings Bank.

% doing. He knew
an be labelled with
knew that only the
hn six per cent per
js. He knew that any
ink of the Banco Hi-
fe Tax. He knew that

tecario.

Now, you know it too.
Do as this gentleman did who calls himself "North Wind’

Deposit your capital in an impersonal account of the

OTECARIO
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" Head Office: Snrandi 370
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roleum, and this »he Uruguayan
Government is reluctant to buy
because of the heavy transporta-
tion costs, apart from the con-
tinual political danger wilvch
trading with communist countries
potentially  represents.  Besides,
Uruguay will be less and less de-
pendent upon oil from overseas
as soon as the scheme of bring
ing (oil fry pipeline from Ar-
gentina, now under active consi-
deration, becomes a reality.
Meanwhile, some exporters.

[ \V

cash can be deposited or withdrawn at any moment. He
knew that interest can be cashed or capitalised ad will
every month or every quarter. He knew all this, and he
knew too that the only impersonal accounts which do
not pay the inheritance duties called "sustitutivo de he-
rencias" are the impersonal accounts of the Banco Hipo-

believing that the dollar will rise, |
are deliberately withholding their
wool stocks in the hdpe/ tnarl
when the dollar does rise they
will be able to secure more pesos.
At present the premium which |
the wool exporter receives is dp- 1
proxiinately 50% of the foreign!
currency income. Thus, if they
export now, when the dollar
stands at roughly 11.50, they!
will receive about 5.75 pesos for
each dollar’s worth of wool sold,
whereas if the dollar rises to, say
15 pesos, as they hope it will,
they will get 7.50 pesos for each
export dollar. On the other hand. '
if the price of wool falls on the
\vorld market and the dollarl
rises, one factor will offset the |
other. Therefore they foresee that
they* have nothing to lose except
ir. the unlikely event of the
dollar remaining steady on the (i
country’s foreign exchange mar-
ket while the price of wool
drops on the world marker. At
present, the price of wool on the
world market is showing a ten-

dency to increase by from 2.5%
to 4%.

As nearly 60% of the country’s
available yearly wool output has
co. far not been placed, the Gov-
ernment is considering the intro-
duction of some measures which
would facilitate the disposal of

the unsold wool. One suggestion
that was made in the National
Council of Government was the
offer of more liberal crediti to
would-be foreign purchasers, es-
pecially to those who may be
called traditional customers.

A trade mission from I-tfsiern
Germany which recently visited
Uruguay suggested the exchange
of agricultural machinery for
Uruguayan wool. The three-man
delegation returned to hast Ber-
lin with the promise that their
offer would be carefully studied



Letters to the

being

NOTEs The Editor regrets

correspondents who write to him

unable to

regularly,

print letters from

but considers it more

in the public Interest to print a varied cross-section of letters from

time to time.

Letters which are anonymous, or give only some obscure clue

as to the writer's Identity, irrespective of the writers' tendency, will

not bo published, in accordance with traditional journalistic ethics

Correspondence from persons resident in Uruguay is

first checked

to ascertain that names (or at least addresses) are not false, whether

intended for publication or not, in order to avoid unpleasant reper-

cussldns, such as has lately occurred in connexion with the daily

newspaper "EIl Pais", which in good faith published a letter which

turned out to be a fake. Of course, letters which are sent from abroad

cannot bo checked in the same way.

so that the Edito* is bound to

rely upon his Intuition, for what it may be worth.

Dear Sir:

...Concerning your leading
article "WRITING ON THE
WALL”, | completely disagree
with what Mr. Weingartner of
Sao Paolo said in accusing you
of anti-Semitism... All you did.
as far as | am aware, was point

out some of the possibilities
which the Israeli Government
will have to face in the neat
future...

Yours, etc.,

R. Mayer, Montevideo

Deat Sir.
My admiration for you and ioi
your "Weekly = Commentary'

should not be thought to he an)
less sincere if 1 take you to task
over your exaggerated attitirde to
the USIS. | cannot know, of
course, all the facts which may
be in your possession or the
reasons you have for your attacks
but | think you go too far when
you suggest that the USIS serves
no useful purpose. 1 myself
believe they do a lot of valuable
work, for instance in maintaining
a delightful library (the Artigas-
Washington Library is still a
delightful library even if its Di-
rector was appointed "for some
obscure reason" and even though
it bans your "Weekly Commen-
tary"), and | also find the well-
produced monthly magazine ot

the USIS interesting and useful...
You must be fair, you know, and
give credit where credit is due..
There are ahvays two sides to be
taken into consideration.

T. P., Unién, Montevideo

(Name and address given, and
verified).

Editor's Note. | believe 1 de-
monstrate my fairness by pub-
lishing letters with which | do
not agree.

A. M.

Dear Sir:
vour publication could not
exist in Cuba...
Yours etc.,
Juan Carbajal, Havana
Editor s Notes Nothing so true
and frank would want to! A.M.

Dear Sir:

I very much enjoyed you.- ar-

ticle on B.O.\.C.,

explained a problem for me

which | had not understood

before. My congratulations to
your correspondent.

Yours etc.,
E.K.. 25 de Mayo 738
Buenos Aires.

because it

Dear Sir:

The editorial "THEY LIKE
IKE” is perfectly correct. Al-
though some students wrote a

URUGUAY

tili apii mo v

Editor

»tupid letter to the President my
former impression that Mr.
Eisenhower was not liked in my
country was proved wrong.
Indeed we do like lke, as your
title said, never mind what the
communists may shout...
Luis Calderon
Santiago de Chile

Dear Mr. Max:

In connection with the story
entitled "Rake’s Progress” (WLC
Nos. 79 and 80) | wish to thank
you for printing part of my
message clearing up some of the
facts. However, you did not
mention two additional facts that
I believe are relevant to the case

1. — Holguin was not em-
ployed by me; he was simply a
free-dance / collaborator,  who
wrote only one story for the SF,
about a year ago, on the subject
of the girl’s voice that gives the

hour when you dial 6 on the
phone.
2. — Shortly afterwards, after

becoming persuaded that his po-
litical thinking was not in agree*
rrent with the position of "El
Dia" | tolcf him that no more
collaborations would be consi-
dered.

Needless to say, | share m>
new'spape’s antitotalitarian stand-
ing and for this reason, | must
ask you to publish this, in order
to keep the record straight.

Sincerely yours.
HUGO ROCHA

Dear Mr. Max:
| see that the copy 1 have
before me of your weekly news

letter is 78. When you first
-tarted | did not believe you
would get beyond N9 3! | envy

(Follows on page 7)
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you your formidable persever-
ance and would be the first to

admit you well deserve your
outstanding success and the
"many friends you must have

won in the twenty months your
paper has been running already.

I imagine you must do quite
well financially, too, if | may
judge from the ads you have
and your extensive readership
scattered throughout the world...

The Commentary has proved
very useful to me and to my
many of whom send
abroad to friends
which

friends,
their copies

or their head
saves them the effort of writing
long newsy letters and reports...
Your paper is a real encyclo-
paedia on
and an indispensable means of
interpreting this country and its
structure

offices,

Uruguayan affairs

complicated political
to us foreigners.. .
Cordiallv yours,
B. D., Montevideo

B H's NEW POLICY

¢ The new mortgage policy
of the State Mortgage Bank (Ban-
co Hipotecario del Estado) will
be directed chiefly to rural pro-
duction, the Bank’s present Di-
rector, the Ambassador designate
to Brazil, explained recently. This

coxnor MISIONES

which s
social and
will no

changed orientation,
inspired by certain

political considerations,
doubt have the effect of providing
a considerable stimulus to the
various classes of rural landown-
ers while, on the other hand,
handicapping the building in-
dustry in town. Hitherto the
generous and easy-tenn loans
granted by the Bank have chiefly
been directed to financing the
building of blocks of apartments
in the capital, and this policy, it

appears, is to he drastically
changed.
The new situation, if not re-

medied by the infusion of private
credits, may load to serious prob-
lems in the building industry,
including widespread unemploy-
ment, and in any case is likely
still further to increase costs, and*
therefore prices, of housing units

Cable Address:
“BANCOVIDEQO"
MONTEVIDEO

GENERAL MOTORS:
NEW INVESTMENT

¢ GENERAL MOTORS have
decided to invest a further sum
L;I(f twenty million dollars in their

Argentine enterprise, lor the
purpose of enlarging and ex-
tending their works there. It

Beems that no objection will be
raised by the Argentine Govern-
ment against the North Americ-
an firm’s decision.

LOAN FOR SUDAMTEX

¢ The Uruguayan branch of
United Merchants and Manufac-
turers Inc. (known in this
country under the name of Sue?
amtex del Uruguay) is to receive
a grant of half a million dollars,
which will be fully repaid by
1964. The credit will be used
to promote production and dis-
tribution of cotton fabrics.
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Comfortable furnished room

for one or two gentlemen,
with or without breakfast,
calle 21 de Setiembre 3016,
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TRANSLATIONS

Confidential translation work
of business reports etc. Spanish
English and vice versa, spe-
cially for firms requiring the
translation of reports dealing
with the application of local
taxes, new accounting meth-
ods, reorganization of com-
panies, end of the year reports
and accounts. Head Office
manuals of instructions, insur-
ance problems and loss liqui7
dations etc. Apply to Mr. J
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