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espec ially trenalo t cd by Paula Spock/ anrt .r:.11 

"'().)~J.. 
only tr:i.p to ·:su11 opa W8S s short ona.;in the 12t0 foptio3 , th9 

t;r c 1;u:-: :n :i n :··n l:i.sbe:r.'to IIe r nt!ndoz csn only be unders t ood in tho conto:x t of the 

,~V~!nt-G2rdo nover;10n,c. Born iri. ~7ontf) Vidoo in 1902 , he had very li ttle fo:ema l 
~\ (.~~{·~ 

educot ion :::in::l ona c l ear purposel.to becorne a conc ert pianist. He r1wn2~9d to 
\. °f''<'>-~?~t/ 

l ·r.oc, Jro • ' .( ' ··v · • t1 <~ o u +-. l\. . \. . CJ /\ ..1.. ... . .... Ll lJ of h5.s highly personal i nterpretations of Fall a and ~.i t 1'av-

j.n.;; J-:y . l-n !1I'Dvinci.sl hs ll,s o He ·wes more succe s sfu1 in his litert,ry career .. 
1. 1~-.}-

\·Jlrnt he l acke d "in schooJ(l1e E; ot :~JS through pe:c•sonal contact wit h a selec t 

group of poots , artists and inte lloctua~who had Fretic h culture at t ho ir 

iJ V E.: l 'Lt distino;uishcd. poet on hi s own, 2nd Carlos Vaz Ferro:i.ra , tho olcl rr.1 . .sstcr 

of South An1oric2 n th6ughto . Th 8y c nc oura god Hornindez t o write down t ha s bsur d ~ 
I''' t.. . ) • 

. .. (Jft:~:~~~ 
sorriotir:lo::: p2thct ic, nlwuys unexpectod. ~d;o1'ies he wss alt·rays tell :u1..g r-::: .: .. ...: L1x :::t 

four books wore strictly domesti c prod~ctions , written and publishod b of oro 
~· l)Y"I\ ~ V~ 

he met/' U1020 fr i e n d2 . 'l'hoy wore sma 11 in s :i.ze and pagos 1 i·J:iro pr :lntcid :i.n 

ob~;cur n (or even inpj'ovis ed ) fjh.ops , they i·:erc r.iet with pub1ic inclit'fc11c .:-ic o . 

' 1' }1 .:• fir:.t b oo}·: :; to o ttract ~0>110 at;'!;cntion (In C1c!n0nte Gol lih'': ' s '~' :i.:. :r,:;, lS'. 1.~; ---.. --·---~------------
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1.lw o1 1vious po~. · a llels i•rith Pr oU!..it ond Kl!fta. Both novo l~] wol'c ~. h~-i1 ·t :~nd 
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f :Lr ~; t 
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of e lo:;t. hor:;c; to Vii·eror tho l os20"s of' Olifo 2nd momory. Both boolrn "i:,·-:J~~ 

}v·: r1:-i~: t: t.':c1. 1 .. ;r ~;u 1'r• >[J J.:ist humor .. At fortyfive Ilern:..'ndez hsd his . f irst t r ado 
\ . . . 

boo1: pu L<'.:.i.:: !.ocl j_n h uc: nos f.ir•,;s: Uobod ·y Bothb 1~'h ,~~lt:l_1~_!l10 · 1 r.:_:.i :rfs_ (19l.::(). It 

H3~J a col"i.'..:ction of short stories , mo:.ro t i ghtly wr•itten c;nd even moro absurd 

-
th:m the FJ.'ui!lous novols . i'b.cy hsd beon anticip2tod in the best magazinos of' 

C\.. ~Q~·:l-
\:.he ~\ivc:r1 PJ.1:; to a:roa , including_ ('.'-~ v e r y e; ; iJ.u 3i.v\j ·uited by Bor e;es . In spite 

/ . 

of thrit , tl":.i)y failed to c;mfir m his f:t' i e ncl t n ant i cipa t ions . One of tho few 
u po11 

cr it:i.cs t.o roview it i n sisted pc r• haps oxcessivo l.y :#.;-:J. the stories• s hortcor1inc::; : 

a 1oo~;o v1:cit i nc , a gr3t uitous hwgin ation , a too obvi o us insistence on sexun1 
l:l\L?'l<..,. 

syrnbol\E;n. ':lhnt t he cr i t:i.c""i.iisscd was . t he p oe t ry of the abs urd , the undor•s tc.t-

ad hur.~or of chc; re.cters and s i tuB tion s . One of the best 
I.Isl 11. fcrv n-t.D vti 

itics i::; tho story hero se l ec t ed. " Tho/\B2 lcony 11 "'~"''"'"/!.~ 

e xainples of those qual~· 

~-,~Iv_/ 
very cns ua 11-:>'~;J 

. c; . 
r omin:i. scuncos of Hcrnsndez ' concert J :i. f\1 ;;$.?".;:~~~the anecdote of a extremely 

i1:wr).nDtivo l <idy Hho writes poems to h~ri balcony. The wz. y Hornandoz con ti1 2 stu Ll 
(O.~>'\IH·f 

tho cre ss nw tcrL?. li2lity of the r ea l world wi th the•!/·..;,,~;_"/ and even p 2 the t i c 

l ady ~hawed him at his best. Four more books comp l eted his produc tion. Ono 

·w3s a lone; short story, The IIortehsi[ir, (1949 ), about a lonely ge·ntlcrnnn ~·rho 

I 

h~s a h~roru of rubber women . There is a pun in the titl e , Hortensia being v" 
-t . / 
~ r.-:,.,u,) '-
. ooth a 1-;m1s n ' s n c:mo ~nd ~z:-~:..-:;:;-:Z&"'"S'~ tho flower c a 1led hydrangea . 

h t!...il 0~:~ ,,._ . 
- ··- - · ~ • r. t )... . . . , ~ J ' . p . . t .... h t . -r.~,:;~...,~~·. i'-'.c .. ,;:;:, .. '!.!:~:1.:t:tr ... _:;:a Hrl:'v •J n :t. n a noce. :r•oom J.n: ~rJ.s , li " o imo 

v .i.[; i. t to :::nr ope. Tho fallowing b ro books were of short s tor i en : 

GVC '.':: t .. Lc1:1 h -.; hu.c:. bc:_:: <:,n · :i.n 191 ~\ r:nd n o.vc1' fully l' cvis ed . In tho l n to f :i. .:~t .i . 0::; ....... . 

i-
a dr : 1 p J. y .L'o1•t.ics, !IL tindrnJoz f'5:ni: lly _ i~ c coivod _ Lile rcco;::,nltj_on he derie1"rn 1..i. ; ho 

C!\:())1 licrt q t o \1 [1VO. SO!llC infl uonco. 'r:rac,~ tJ of h:i.. 8 <J b cur cl h111; 1o r C ~Jl l bo found 
, },._ n-. lo.\:Jc~ 1~~1 

in op i. [: (»'.!•1[J 0 ur.h 0 2 tho t.\ortho ' l.'r c p Bt t.0 ·,- concort in Jlllio Cortd' zc.ir ' J!op:ieC1 : ;'.·~ 1 __ _.. ____ , __ __ 

( V, 1!. ). J',:i_l·~ lj tll.0 /\ 1','".".<1_nt :i no \·' ·· )· t " J. . . ,O J"' ilc.:rnurnlo z bu tl the kind of ch:i.1Ll :i. ~h , i1•r uv -· 



lilrn a mo n Hilo h ::i d no var l ea rnc c) to g row up 8 n d who cont inuc d to re ~ifJ tcx1 

tho world'f' ocl.diticrn r:nd pervorsitie:> v:ith tho .samo innocent voyeuristi c 

eyes 111 T:fl~ny r0ad6 rs wero p ut off by this stranc;o comb:Lrrn t i on. Others fo und 

Tho s i:.ory r~ s 3 lro2. dy bo e n tr an::; 1.:: to cl 8nd is being typed in :; 
cppy. I t will h JVO 19 PP~ 
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