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Proem: Mnl boledn," especially trenslsted by Paula Speckyg and Suzennoe Jill
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Althou~h his only trip to Burope was s short onc, “in ths late forties, ths

LUrupusysn Yalisberto Hernd dndez can only be understood in the context of the

Avent=Gzrde movement, Born in Montevideo in 1902, he had very little formal
\mf{ff"./)
education end ons clesr purposel. Lo become a concort pilanist., He menaged to

™Ml ;'(_‘ i
make £41iving out of his highly personal interpretstions of Falla and Strav-

insky ¢t provincisl hslls. He wes more successful in his literary carcer,
LA —
What he lacited in school he got iIB¥ through personal conbact with a seclcet

group ol posts, artists and intellectuzldwhno had Frehch culbture at thoir
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finpartips., 1foy providod nLrn:ndo‘ wlth the necassary Avant-Gear de <suns o
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e, diong Wimser vere tho Iranco-Uruguayan Jules Superviello
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g very distinguished poet on his own, end Cerlos Vaz Ferrelra, the old m

of South Amoricen thought..They encoureged Herndndez to write down ths sbsurd,
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somgtimes pathetlic, always unexpected stories he was alweys tellingIl: Tirat

sere strictly domsstic productions, written and publishsd bolore

@ riends, They were small in size and pages, wore printed in

ob:scure (or oven inorovised) shops, they werce met with public indiffercnce,

¢ first boolts to attrsct someo asttention (Tn Clemonte Collinm's Times, 191

b B .
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The Tort ilorse, 1943) were publidhed in ilontovideo and by suseriptbion. sauecs

Kemmtzrinoiaa ol st SR Sseatron T g, One oV tho fow reviewers the books hod,

drew iho obvious parallels with Proust znd Kafka, Both novols were thorl znd
cswmo from the ssmo storchouce: Herndndozt' subtly discriminating memory. ‘the
< p.J‘(_,L L"a (,Ll‘f"'u"‘r"r AR / ‘

Lirs i Oal PUL01£nxL_nU*ﬁL his pieno toachor, tenderly and mockingly pros-

ontod in ¢ll the rotilon splendor of his lifo. The sccond unad_thu motapnoy
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of ¢ lost horse to mirror the losses ol'(life snd memory. Both booliy “uue

pormeetoed by Surroslist humor. At fortyfive Herndndez hsd his first trade

boolr puklizhed in Bucnos Aires: ilobody Fothur/{i Lisght thoe' I:rps (1SL7)e Tt

was a colluchbion of short stories, more tightly written end even more absurd
than the wrevious novols, They hsd been anticipated in the best magazines of
CXa . . ON2- ) .
the River Plsbte arcs, including o= very cidlusivdrduited by Borges. In spilte
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of that, they fziled to confirm his friend?s anticipations. One of the fecw
Upon
t insisted perhsps excessivoly +#a the storles! shortcomings

tics bto roview

e

& loose wrlting, & gratultous imaginetion, a too obvious insistence on sexual
There

symtiolisi, What the critic,missed was the poetry of the absurd, the understci-

ed humor of chareclters and situstions. One of tho best e xamples of those qual-
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ities is the story here selected,. ”ThsAB lcony" wsemwamby very casuall”gﬁjﬁo
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reminicconces of Hernsndez! fitsk the anecdote of a exvrcmsly

imeginative lady who writes poems to himg balcony. The waey Herndndez contrestoed
' Comp\ .

the cress meberisliality of the real world with the @&sisr and even pathetic

lady showed him 2t his best. Four more books completed his productions. Ono

was & long short story, The iortehsias (194.9), about a lonely gentleman who
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has & hsrom ol rubber women. There is & pun in the title, Hortensia being e
Qﬁmwﬂ\
*“both o0 woman's name gnd £ TT0TEETE» the flower called hydrangea. Tho btory
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vigit to Furope. Tho Tfollowing
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two books were of short stories: The TInundated

; Tha Crocodile, 1962, The last book heo wrote, Lend of iinnory, wagu

publishnd posthwiously one year alfter his decath in 1964. It was g long ramblin

oversg tlan he hod begen in 190 end never fully rovised, In theo lato fiflios
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az~rurly forties, licinéndez [inally reccived the recognition he deseorved; he
avon beeen to haveo some influsnce. Tracca of hig abgurd humor can bhe Tound

; , celebrated,
in opiecodua such 03 tho Berthe Trdpste condort in Julio Cortdzar! Lopﬁvﬁovd

(V, e Liko tho Avponbtine writer, Horndndez had the lkind of ehildish, 1yrruve
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orent turn of imaginastion which w'vW~M1:;-HL;u¢2$ reality unﬁwaro. He was

liko 8 man who hzd nover learned to grow up snd who continued to register
tho world's cdditics &snd perversities with the same innocent voyeuristic
eyos, lMeny readérs wero put off by this strange combinstion. Others found
in it the proof of his- gonius. Perheps thoy did not mind the fTsct that Herne-
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dndoz nover quite grew up ‘as a8 wribler. He ooossesssmwedizmimrorssgriisr and the
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bulk of his productn\i o utiliXTﬁxE)first draft when he published it.

Note: The story Pgs alrn dy been translsted and is being typsd ir
CPPY « It 1i)l have. 19 poe

-
3
kY
¥ W
]
6)]
et
-



